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A LETTER from General Monck 
To King CHARLS, &c. * 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty » | 

Eeing it hath pleaſed Ged out of his gracious will and 
g pleaſure ro cauſe me to Calt m Eye upon this Common- 
wealth of England, my native Country, (and your three 
Kingdomes; ) and viewing there, to behold the ſad and lamen- 
table condition, that now, and for many years paſt, ic hath been 
intangled in; which as reaſon and conſcience together per. 
(wades me is occaſioned chiefly for*want of irs ancient and 


_ ever cultomed way ef Government , (to wit) a King and 


Pacliament , which hath been unſerled alcogether amonelt us, 
ever ſince the unhappy death of your Majelties late father our 


. King; by reaſon whereof , our ancient and accuſtomed whole- 


ſome lawes both of Church and State,are moſt lrangely corn and 
maſſacred ; and all through the ſelf-ſeeking ends of ſome certain 
perſons , which at preſent I judge not fit herein to be com- 
muuicated, who having gouen the power cf the fivord in 
theic hands , thought for ever to mic and reign over their op- 
poſers; ( Ithink in {pight of CoJUormen:) Bur of late, ſome 
of thoſe ( I hope; I may truely bie{s the name of the Lord for 
it, ) who were the chiet rulers of thoſe unhappy differences 
between our King, atid his three poor diftraſted Kingdomes , 
are taken ont of this warld ; infomuch , that the Power of 
thoſe gemainivg , is mach wea'. 2d ; Bur yer they will (I 
perceive ) ſeek totreadin the ſelt zame (eps of them thar have 
20ne before them) as ſeekirg onely to ſer uptheir own intereſt, 
alchovgh ro the utcer ruine of th? Nation, Strying how of 
lictlenels to become great , hatiag the name of a King, bur 
would joytully imbrace the power thereof, ( yea, I may ſay , 
they ſeek far more Power, than ever our late King did take up- 
onhim,) andall is done unger the zealous pretence of Saint- 
ſhip and religion ; the form of manner wheres, is plainly ma- 
vifefted by their tolerating and ſetting up of itrange Sefts of re- 
ligion , as eAnabaptifts, Quakers, and ſuch like , ſeeking ut- 
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rerly to.daſtroy, and pull down, our ancient Orthodox Divnes , 
upleſs rimely prevented... I quetttor; nor bur your. Mijelty 1s 
very well knowing of the Power, which for ſome few years 
paſts I haye had, in governing the Exglh Army herein Sc9214nd 3 
which Power, when 1 had once obtained, I did retolve , as 
mnc'' 2s'in'me lay,'to keep, until a-fir time and opportunity 
ſhould offer it ſelf, that 1 miohe imploy it forthe glory'of God, 
andthe good of ' your Majeſty ; 'whoſe fatthful Subjett Ihumvly 
accknowledge my ſelf robe, Now fo ir is, may ir 'plerie your 
Majeſty + 1 plainly. ſeeing;and with afad hearr bzhokdio 2 the 
th:eaming hand of rhe Lacds ſevere Judoem2nes tirerched torth 
2ga197t cheterhree Kin2domes, which tarthwirhmult;and will 
wevitably falt heavy upon vs.” (tor ought as can be imagined, 
rothe ntter- rune bork ot King: and SubjeRs,)) unleſs tucdenty 
prevented by onr humble'fnhinition /to'the Lord, and an vn- 
te1gned'repentance' of ' our former milcairiages. 'May-1c allo 
pleaſzyour Majatly ro: giverme Jeave' to acquaint you, that [ 


bumbly conceive;'! had neveraberter-opporeinity at-.doing my - 


Conntry iervice,0(10treeing'them from 'their:Egyptian bonuage, 
as I may cerm ity )0 and in refering the Crown'to ant 1tght 
owner thereot; which if poſhblers beidone. (hall beuene with 
as much'care, faſety:;/ ant ditivencey'” xs God (hall 1nabie me , 
avd that withias hictle wrong 4s maybe either to ing or Sub- 
je2s ; which wo: k when it 18-perfected; 1:hope wili rendro the 
firm tetlement-or our ancient Pforeſtanc religion :1In render 
coniideration-of all which rremifles3' 1 avolt humbly beg thar 
high favour of your Majelty that youwittkbe gracioully pleaſed, 
ro permit me ro make theſe Propoſals fotlownng, Firit,wherher 
your Majeſty will be pleaſed, ro'acce t-of 'the real'ingevours 
of me your unworthy Subje&t and Ser vat robe imployed inbe- 
wo a means in helping your-Mjzfiy"ro a quier and ſafe pol 
ieſhon of three Kinedomes ; whichhave-Cwith viotence) been 
lo lone time withheld from you'? It yea; Then, Will your Ma- 
Jelly: be pteaſed, to conſenr' troa Treatwrobe hadiberweon your 
Majeliy, and a free: Parlizment; which*ſhall be lawtully e- 
leed. andchofen by rhe'Country* whoſe care-Iihope will be 
for the choohns of ſach honeit, 'gadly; and religious men, as 
h:d'no hand in the dearhof/oorfate King:orfince his death;have 
Cby anv unlawful means whattoever,) enjoyed any of his _ 
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Tenements, or Rents » or the Lands, Tenements, and Rents, of 
the late Dzans and Ch:iprerss or any of your late ſequeltred 
Subje&ts, orwhichiince his death have appeared -vtolentin cheir 
acting avauntt Kinglnip 3 and con! {equently avainkt your Majeſty, 
eur latul King ! Notintie leak that ] have avy malice or evil 
will agatntt ſuch pe:tons ,- bur for that: my conſcience rells'me; 
that ſo long 4 35 jeli 11terefted perfons are ſufferzdro fir in Par- 
liament/,/thete is liftie. good to be (expeRted,, either: for King 
or Kinedome'y tor © 192 hard thing for: men to act again(t their 
own ſelves; tothe loſs of their Lands and livings; which they 
ſuppoſe rhey hive to honefily gained, If your Majelty will be 
pleaſed £0 conientio ſuch a freacy and chat thereupon tt may 
be agrecd npon; that your Maje{ty ſhall be reſto. edro your three 
Kingdoms $2 iv bich | queſtion not; but will bethe event of fuch 
atreary The I humbly deg. that your Maj, would be- pleaſed , 
cothinktirto deciiie what mercy and pity, you are pleaſed ſhall 
be ſheviw 7 alt wioſcthat have been the chick / of -your ene- 
mies:, (wo ſz hloydinievertty of. jutiice, might. deferved(y be 
ſpilty)- por: then humble 4ubmitiion-to your. Majefty 5- and 
their promiſe of tu-ure-obedience ;-for I hops; you.will judge; 
chat rhe onely way: £0! J0yw the' hearts of: the Peaple of your 
three: Kingdowes,200 prayFor- your happy ſucceſs-20 all thinus ; 
and vor onely $0542 built it willundoubtedly; enconrage themnall 
co verter thei Lives apainttall your oppolers z-11 any (hall cgs- 
teftt:: And allo that your Majeity would be pleaſed; ro ——_ 
out of your:gracious goodneſs ». what jaiistactioonthill be ma 

tothe! poor Common Souldiery throughout yourthree Kieg- 
doines', who have been torcedo take-up Arms, ehhovgta- 
o4inſt your Majeſiy, tor meer neceſiiy 'to keep ther andcfir 
Familiesfrom Rarvings whoindeed are much behind tn their 
pay ; which wilbbe vecerly loſt, and undone, unleis your Ma- 
jetty rake! corapaMon npon them ; which it you ate pleaſed fo 
ro do. I quizſtiannot;bur you will find as mucl: humility and (ub- 
mithon from'1zrt 9n54s:can be expected ; and far the furute' ic vill 
ingage themdgd be/ Steady tolerve your Majeity, as they wereto 
\-ry-youcentmies torthe time palt:And moreover; I conceivelit 
wiltbe agreatimcontagewent to them, ro joynjvih me 10 this 
defign: 3 ſhdrouble your Majeily with lictle more t.pieſent; 


Bur ta let youkbow,:thac my hopes ace that you-would be plev - 
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fed, to have that confidence in me, as not to credit any rumours 
or repotts, that may ſeemingly contradit, what I have herein 
propoſed; for, as tor that, I would have your Majzity te be 
confident , that I ſhall por value neither the ill will,or yet look 
vpon the favour of any,who ſkall appear in,oppoktion to a thing 
that I have ſo really purpoſed, to lorvg as Godand my Con- 
ſcience perſwades me; that in ſo doing 1 ſhall accoryy liſh a good 
work both: for his glory,and my Countries 200d FR yetl think 
fir to Carry as fair a coreſpondency as I can, with thoſe t 


that have 
taken upon them the Authority in England: Tothar end, I have 
rhoughts of going to Londox very ſuddenly, that I may ſee theic 
aQtivgs , and order things there ſomewhat for my advantage; 
I humbly * beg your Majeſties ſpeedy Anſwer touching. thele 
propoſals : So with all ſnbmiſſiveneſs, I crave your Majellies 
tavour > 1ngiving me leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf | 


Edenborongh Tour Maijeſties for ever fa ithful 
Decemb.30, © and Lojal Snbieft  _ 
1659. George Mopck, 


King Charles his Anſwer hereunto. 


WORTHY;FRIEN D, Fee is 
His isro let you underſtand, that I haverecie+s3:! 15 ot 
the 1wentieth of December, | the twevcy,-fiith-. of the 

ſame Moneth. The Contents whereof, do cauie me to jure 
you deſerving, of the Title that I have given you, 2nd;:Lhope, 
the {urther events of your intended proceedings,/ may ere 1oi;g 
meric a greater; andtor asmuch., as I.cencieve is: neceſſary » 
ro give you the ſpeedy reſult of my mindin Anfvertheroumto » 
I think fit to let. you know in the fick place «that: Lofreely par- 
don you for all offences «r.crimes. whatſoeyericompiitied( or 
which youknow your felt guilty of )- againſt my. 1a; tear Fa- 
ther, .and my felt; I beſeech the /Lord-'to: fergive you 
likewiie; I mutt confeſs; . 1 am not jendrantof- the power, 
char . you. for ſeme years paſt,., bave had over-the' Eng/i/h 
41277106 Scetilinds; And I co likewile hlefle God, who hath 
no agreed your Eyes, to behold the miciies of my three 

»0; reffed Kingdoines; And alto for that hee hath made 

you 
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youſo far ſenſible of his heavy judgements ( ready to be ſhowred 
down upon them , by reaſon of the grievous and lamentable 
outcrying ſins of the people) asto cauſe you, to make fo tair 
and ſeaſonable a-proffer of the render of your ſervice ;. bath. for 
the glory of God, andthe good of meand my people, The:Lord 
open yout heart, Couragiouſly, ro. go on inthe perfeRting of {9 
oreat 4 WOrk , as you have intendedro ſer on foor, you ha- 
vins now-ſo fit an opportunity, And tor the anſwering the 
propeſals therein contained, in order as they lye, 1 do declare 
that I ſhall with a willing and joyful hear, accepr of your 
faithful and honeſt indevours to be imployed ; for the glory of 
God, andthe manifeſt good of Me 2nd my SubjeRs; not fo 
much for rhe prefit or wordly advartage that I] chink to recieye 
rhereby, bur chat which I ſhall chieRie(t rezoyce In, 1+, oply 
forthe glory,of God, and the good of my inree Kingdomes. 
I mean n freeipg them {rom their flavery , in preferying them 
from any.facther effuhon of blood, and for the ſerling amopnglt 
them their ancient way of Church and Srate Government, tor 
the advancement of the true Proteſiant Religion; and lo for 
the quaſhing of 'all Hereftes,- Hypecrihes, Sets and Schiimes , 
that are larely crept intoour Proteſtant Church ;* Whereby we 
are become a metre laughing ſtock, to all Nations; and as for 
my conſenting coa Treaty , to be had berween Me and a Par- - 
liament » to be choſen by a- free conſent of my people, 1 am 
ſure there is nota thing that I can imbrace with a greater joy , 
and eſpecially, if my SubjeAs make choyce, of perſons fo 
qualified as you have mentioned in your Letter to me, then 
of neceſſity, there can nothing but good come of ſuch a Treaty, 
But if otherwiſe z it may be doubred, bnt however my truſt 
ſhall be in the Lord, And whereas it was your .defire, for me 
to declare what mercy and pity, 1 wonld ſhould be ſhown 
towards thoſe who are my manifeſt enemies, In caſe T ſhould 
come quietly to be reſtored ro my three Kinedomes; I do*®. 
therefore for the ſatisfaction both of: You and my SubjeRs , 'de- 
clare the thoughts of my heart, touching: my. ſaid enemies in 
manner following. That as for all ſnch, who ſhall humbly ſub- 
mit themſelves unto me , and expreflipg their. Sorrow for all 
their former aRtings againſt Meand my late Father, and upon 


promiſe of cheir-tuture obedience , I will freely pardon _ of 
| their : 
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their lives ; and as for their efttes, thoſe who have lawfully 
purchaſed any from any of my Subjects; I will that they enjoy 
iuch their eſtaces according to their purchaſe , they ooly paying 
(tor the ſpace of five years ) che moiety of the profics of ſuch 
their eltates towards ({atisfa&tion of the publick debts, that my 
poor Subje&s may be ſomeryhar eaſed of their Taxes, which 
have been fo heavily impoſed upon them for this many years, 
And as fot ſuch who have gotten or purch:fed by any means 
whatſoever any of my land {to wit) any of the Kings lands oc 
livings , orthe lands and livings of the Biſhops, late- D.ans 
and Chapicers, or of any of my Subjects, ſequettred or taken 
from them for their Delinquency ({oaccounted: ) My will is, 
that (uch eſtates ſo zotten, ſhall be by rhem ſurrendred into the 
hands and poſleſhon of the 11ght owners as formerly. being con- 
cented to re(t quiet & (atisfied with the gain and profit they have 
recieved thereby for the time palt, and to loſe the profit tor 
the cime £0 come, which my conſcience tells me ,- 1s but plain 
reaſon; and as for thoſe who ſhall perhtilt and continue 10 their 
rebellion againlt me, I ſhall defire , thar ſuch courſe may be ta- 
ken with them, as my Paritament and Councel (hall think fir, 
and their eſtates to be diſpoſed of towards payment of the 
Publick debts which ſhall be judged nece{lary. and fit ro be dit- 
charged, which Iſbzllrefar to my Parliament and Countel; 
who I {hall humbly defire, and I quetiion not, but 1t will be 
raeir care: in being ſparing in.{pitiine 2s jictle blood as may be, 
And as forthe poor Common ſoldiers. they who will ſubnic 
taemſielves to me, I freely pardon them ; and my wall is, thar 
rheir Arrears ſhall be payed as ſpzecily as conveniently may be , 
alrhongh it be tor their Service in fighting. againſt me, bur 1 
impure all to their neceflity ; Whar I have here above declared, 
I ſhall labour co make good, to the ntmo{t of my power, I ſhall 
not , neither do 1 in the lea{t . qu-ftion your Reality, in the 
faithful performance of what yo. have declared, God proſper 
you n all your undercaking+therein : and 1 ſhall own you. in 
every thing that you ſhall act, for Geds glory, and the good 
ot my people, which I defire may be done with as much expe- 
dition as my be, I render you very many thanks for your 
Loye, 
Co hn 
FINSTS 
C- 


